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WEATHER.

Fair, somewhat cooler Llonight; tomor-
row fair.

Temperature for twenty-four hours
ending at 2 p.m. 1oday: Highest, 71, at
“ p.m. today; lowest, 35, at § am. to-

day.
rull report on page 12, part 2.
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MUFLLER DECLINES
10 FORM GERMAN

 CABNE, IS REPORT

Trades Union Leaders Now
Being Suggested for Post
of Premier.

RUSS OFFICERS LEAD
WORKMEN’S FORCES

All Sent by Lenin, Is Claim—So-
cialists Will Try to Halt
Fighting at Wesel.

27 (by the Associated
Mueller, foreign

of

PARIS, March
T'ress)—Hermann
the cabinet

minister in

JANN WOULD KIL
REPEAL OF 5

'Makes Point of Order Against
' Provisions in District
Appropriation Bill.

Representative James H. Miann of
Hlinois, former republican House
leader, today made a point of order
againat the paragraph In the Dis-
trict of Columbia approprintion
bill which would disregard the
fifty-fifty principle of paying the
expenses of the National Capital.

The chair will rule on this point
when the bill comeas out of the
committee of the whele House.

Chalrman Charles R, Davis of the
subcommities handiing the Distriet
bill, immediately offered a substi-
tute provision that the $4.000,000
surplus to the eredit of the District

s 1
Premier |

Bauer. has declined to accept the lask|

of forming a new (ierman
aecording to  information
French foreign office today.

by

ministry, |
the

There i= talk of the appointment of |

«arlu Legien, president of the German  made by
sderation of Tradea ['nions., Otto Hue, { Texas against a resolution from the mize in those matters which relate
to provide | to war-making and war-preparedness. !

¥

foermer f[russian under secretary of:'

commence, or Herr Krueger as
mier. the advices say.
prominent in trades union circles.

Russians Lead Weorkers.

pre-

should he expended hbefore any
draft was made on the federnl rev-
enuecn (o share In the expensnes of
the Dintrict government. This wax
not subject to n point of order.

The Houne Inx now considering the
new proposal te incrense the tax
rate on real estate and tangible
personal preperty from 1% to 2%
per cent.

Action in the House on the District
il was delayved today by a fight
Hepresentative Blanton of

commiitee on accounts
$2.000 for clerk hire during the in-
vestigation of the board of vocational

All three are | education by the House commitiee on

| education.

Defended Preposed Change.

NO TAX RATERASE
TOMEETDEFETSIN
.0, TAX REVENUES

\Until Tax Surpluses, Doubled
. Under Law, Have Been
Appropriated.

[Editorisl Correspoudence of The Star.]

THEODORE W. NOYES.
j

Washington appreciates thoroughly
the earnestness and vigor with which
the House appropriations committee
has attacked its peace-time task of
appropriating in the pending District
bill to satisfy the most urgent of the
accumulated unmet needs of the capl-
1al, necessarily neglected in the war
lime.

For five vears we have borne, at first!
indirectly and then directly, the bur-
den of world-war conditions and con-
| sequences. War has monopolized us,|
|our labors and our treasures, in pa-|
triotic and self-sacrificing service,

Municipal Liberality Wise Now.

We must economize mnow that the|
| war is over; that is wWe must avnnn-i

1

! We have been wisely extravagant in
| war expenditures angd this extrawva-
Eance is now to cease. We have not
| beén extravagant, but scrimping and
 neglectful in outlays for municipal

1}

xe-
A LITTLE AHEAD OF APRIL 1.

MEEK DECLINES T0
HEAD SCHOOLS HERE

San Antonio Educator Re-

|

| jects Superintendency Be-
{ | cause of Local Troubles.
|

|
_ SAN ANTONIO, Tex, March 26 (Spe- |
| eial).—Charles S. Meek, superintend- |
;ent of San Antonio public schools, |
:mndererl his resignation as such on
{ March 16, effective at the end of the |
| present term. in order to accept the |
!auperintendomv_\r of the public schols |
| of Madison, Wis., and chairman of|
professor of school administration in
the University of Wisconsin. Per-
sonal interests only were given as
cause of the resignation and transfer.

Gives Reamsons for Declining.

At the convention of the national |
educators in Cleveland, Ohio, recently
he was tendered the superintendency |
of ﬁt.'hnqis in several cities, among
them being Washinglon. The l)l'ﬂlio'l
sition offered by Washington was al- |
luring. he admitted when interviewed

“tw—

|

]

1

|

!
1

ATTITUDE TOWARD
WOOD CASE STATE
BY MR. THURST

Superintendent Would Have
Acted, But Complaint’
Went to Board.

Had the original complaint against
Miss Alice Wood, a teacher in the
Western High School, who was al-
leged to have made indiscrest refer-
ences to bolshevism in the classroom,

come to him through a parent or &

teacher it probably never would have
gone to the board of education for
action. sald Superintendent of Schools
Ernest L. Thurston in his testimony
today bLefore the Serdte special com-
mittee investigating the local schools.

The witness said ‘e first heard of

land

after his return, but stated that he
could not accept until the litigation
then pending between school officials
~other factions were removed.
Awailing ths outcome of this litiga-
tion, he refused the offer of all cities
except this and Madison. but when
pressed for a reply he favored the
latter city.

Mr. Meek with several teachers is

;today attending a conference in Aus-

tin, Tex., and will
tomorrow morning.
his removal from San Antenio last
night with friends he said
hgd heard nothing definite of the
Washington litigation in several days
and that he was determined to go 10!

not return until
When discussing

that hel

the complaint through John B. Larner,
{a member of the board, who asked the
| 3uperintendent to investigatas the al-
iegations against the Leacher and to
make a report at the next board meet-
{ing. Mr. Thurston said he did so and
i:hat the case thereafter was in the
| hands of the board. which was within
| 118 rights in taking action if it cared
to do so. He added that if the board
had desired him te take the respon-
#ibility it could wery properly have
referred the case to him for action.
Before taking up the Wood case,
Mr. Thurston told the commitiee he
considered he had acted as promptly
as he could in the Moens case, and in
the case of Miss Charlotte Hunter,
a former teacher, who was involved

; | maintenance and development, and e8-
b Chairman Davis of the subcommit- pecially in outlays for permanent pub-
| tee on District appropriations, who is!lic improvements, which have had no

LONDON. March 27 —One hundred
Russian officers sent to Germany by

‘i‘rl]a'{;‘:“pg:ﬁ:;g:er'nhf’:l would be more j, the Moens case, He referred to the
= : . | stop order issued by him refusing

Nicolai Lenin, Russian bo!shevik
premier. are assisting in the opera-
tions of the German workers army
bafore Wesel, savs a Copenhagen dis-
-patch to the l.ondon Times guoting
an interview with an Ebert govern-
ment officer at Muenster by
respondent of the Politikin.

The dispatch savs the workers have
taken over control of the Krupp works
at Essen and are turning out arms
and ammunition. The officer expects
Wesel to be evacuated by government
iroops fn order that devastation and
bhloodshed may be avoided, the corre-
#pondent savs.

Peolicy of Mueller.

BERLIN. March 27.—Herman Muel-
ler, who was yesterday authorized to
organize a new cabinet, believes one
«an be formed on the basis of the old
coalition

'n one hand he will make important
concessions to trade unions, but on
the other some of the union demands
will be refused. Even the most radi-
cal socialists now =eem to under-
=tand the points advanced by the
unions cannot be accepted. as that
would mean union domination of the
German parliament.

Expectationa this morning were
that the new cabinet. announcement
of which is looked for shortly, will com-
prise s=ix socialists, four democrats
and roqr members of the center party.

Purperted New Cabinet. >

Announcement of the following per-
sonnel of the new German cabinet
will be made today, according to the
Vorwaerts:

Premier, Herman Mueller; foreign
affairs, Herr Landsberg or a demo-
crat; finance, Capt. Fisher Cuno;
treasury. Dr. Wirth: jystice, Ludwig
Haas; Interior, Herr Koch; defense,
Herr Gessler: economics, Gustav
Bauer; food, Heyr Hermet, a centrist;
labor, Dr. Schmidt; transport, Dr. Bell;
posts and telegraphs, Herr Giesberts;
minister without portfolio, Edouard Da-
vid

Herr von Graefe, former Prussian
undersecretary for national welfare,
has= undertaken the task of -forming
a Prussian ministry, according to the
Tageblatt.

May Halt Fighting.

After a conference at Hagen the
three mocialist parties’sdelegates have
decided to send envoys to Wesel, in
an attempt to bring about a cessation
of fighting there, according to the
Voasische Zeitung.

The garrison at Glatz. a fortified
town of Prussian Silesia. fifty-two
miles southwest of Breslau, sur-
rounded the quarters of their officers
and arrested them, according to the
YVossische Zeitung. The soldiers were
armed with machine guns and mine
throwers. The captain of the garri-
son shot himself, the newspaper says.

Workers Hegaln Ground.

WHESEL, March 26.—The working-
men’s forces attacking Wesel regained
Jate today the ground about the fortress
w hich they had lost yesterday. As a re-
#ult of an hour’s hard shelling a machine
Eun work thev recaptured Lippe castle,

dvancing more than a mile from the
south.

Oopservera here, however, generally
credit the government forces with
pufficient strength to hold Wesel

the attackers.

Government troops made a sortie
Foutheast of this city today, drove be-
pieging workers’ forces from their
posts, shelled their retreating col-
umns and raised the siege of Wesel on
both the east and southeast.

Artillery operated by workers' forces
giropped two shells into the city and
then withdrew While the counter-
mttack against the beleaguering forces
was going on reinforcements arrived
liere. Among them were the Death's
Head Hussars and Uhlans.

Allied commissioners conferred
with Gen. Wabitsch, and soon after
the Belgian military authorities at
Buderich. In Belgian territory south
of here and across the Rhine, began
'ssuing passes for civillans to re-
iurn to the city.

Snipers Are Active.

Snipers are still active in
eiacuated by the workers forces.
Seven shots were fired at the corre-
=pomsdent of the Associated IPress and
AmMeErican newspaper men accompany-

territory

ing Lim while they were returning
from advanced Belgian outposts on
the Wesel side of the Rhine today.
They were on an island formed at
the confluence of the Lippe and
Tthine, which js considered Belglan
territory

sension® seam to have broken
among the workers' troops. The
='alf at Hagen resigned yvesterday be-
cause the one at Essen. which is di-
rerting operations on this front, fail-
1o observe the forty-eight-hour

efMective Wednesday afternoon
it 3 o clock. There i= also
frouble among the government

dging from consiant references
‘cowards”™ in calls for
Tho=e issued today stipulated that **
cuwards were wanted.”

Heavy Losses Admitied.

The workmen's headquarters today
#dmitted that heavy losses had been
sustained in the fighting.

1o

tien. Kabitsch of the reichswehr in
# communique said the reichswehr
forces which routed the workmen

from the vicinity of Lippe Schilo
yesterday ‘!nupd 150 deadmt’heré 7
A feeling exists, particularly among

the military on both sides of the
lthine, that the workmen. who are
cenerally deseriberd as Spartacista,
] uve mot really been defeated, but
nre paying a game—perhaps only |

Jara=sing . the reirhswehr here
sumilar attack
v here Or it is considered
th=ir forres are being organized

1° support the political power of the
woorkmen which Is already effective

¢r mosl citieg of the Ruhr district.

lin charge of the bill
jand Representative Sisson of Missis- |

in the House,

| sippl. former chairman, defended the

1 proposed change

in the tax system

|during general debate yesterday.

the cor- |

Representative Focht of Pennsylva-
nia. a republican member of the
House District committee, commend-
ed the committee bill increase of 25
per cent in the water rent and urged
that it ought to be increased 100 per
cent and thus “bring another million
dollars into the treasury.”

Representative Sissen reiterated his
long-time contention that the Nation-
al Capital “is a tax-dodger's para-
dise."

Hepresentative Carlos Bee of Texas,
brother-in-law of Postmaster General
Burleson, contended that evénh a 212
per cent tax rate here, as proposed,
would be less than the taxes in other
states when county and state taxes
are considered.

Representative Gard of Ohio asked
lpmw lhetcommi:tee arrived at the 21

er cenl rate, and Chairman Davi
said, “Arbitrarily." -

Schoel Conditions Shocking.

Representative Upshaw of Georgia,
democrat, said his personal experi-
ences - when speaking at Eastern.
Business and Technical High schools
has convinced him th t - eonditions
three are “‘shocking.” “T staind veady
to wvote for any appropriation that
will give the children of the Distriet
of Columbia decent facilities.” he
said. “It is on the children that we
must depend for the future weifare
of the nation.”

Chairman Davis said that if the hill
is passed as reported by the commit-
tee the school teachers, police and
:iiremen will be satisfied for the first

me.

Representative Oliver of Alabama
urged upon his colleagues that “we
must show proper consideration for
the people of the District in the mat-
;er of the half-and-half fiscal pol-
oyt -

Representative Oliver warned his
colleagues that "1t may be easy for
Congress to recommend large in-
creased expenditures, larger than are
allowed by other cities for the pame
purposes, so long as Congress feels

! that the money will rome out of peo-

| ple living in the District. or owning

enlistment. |
no |

property therein., and who have no
voice in the matter. Congress must
be fair in fixing this scale of expendi-
tures, and also in providing what part
thereof shall be contributed by the
government.”

Representative R. Walton Moore of
Virginia said:

*“] do not find that the hearings In-1|

elude any conslderation of thia sub-
Ject of taxation. Did the committee
depend upon the result of former in-
vestigatione or did it make any in-
dependent investigations?"

Chairman Davis admitted that the
appropriations committee had made
no independent investigation on this
subject.

4 KILLED, 10 INURED
WHEN BUS HITS TRAIN

PHILADELPHIA. March 27.—Four
employes of the Atlantic Refining

Company are dead and ten others are
reported imjured am a result of a col-
lislon this morning beiween a pas-
senger motor bus and a Philadelphia
and Reading Hog Island train.
Twenty man and three woman em-
ployes of the oil company rode in the
bus. The accident occurred at 63d
street and Gibson avenue. Sixty-third
street, approaching the rallroad at
Gibson avenue, is a downgrade. The
chauffeur and the occupants®of the

bus saw the train approaching when |

within 100 feet from the railroad. The
passengers shouted to the chauffeur
to apply the brakes. The wheels re-
fused to grip on the slippery grade.
The chauffeur twisted the steering
gear sharply. The heavy bus ca-
reened on 1wo wheels, righted and
crashed sidewise into a warning sig-
. The collision failed to halt
the bus, which sideswiped the second
coach of the traln and overturned.
None of the bus passengers had an
opportunity to jump. Several of them
were thrown clear of the wreckage.
Others were caught under it.

TWO FIRES ABOARD LINER
NOW AT SOUTHAMPTON

SOUTHAMPTON, March

27

by the

some | Associated Press) —Two fires on the
forces, | American liner Philadelphia damaged

the vessel so badly today
sailing was abandoned pending ex-
tensive repairs. In view of similar
fires on the steamer New York here
recently, the manager of the line be-
lieves the fire of incendiary origin.

He has offered a reward of {250
sterling for the apprehension of the
gullty persons..

At 1 o'clock this morning a fire
broke out in the crew's quarters, but
it was extinguished by the crew with-
out great damage. At 7 o'clock a
more serinus blaze broke out under
the second-class saloon, necessitating
a call on the Jocal fire brigade. The
fire was brought under control after

that her

to !
Leep them in astate of giege while a |
ig being planned ealse. !
likely | Women's

it had burned three hours.

Gift to Y. W. C. A. for Hotel.

NEW YORK. March 2
Christian

i—Ths Young
Assoclation an-

] ; for | nounces tha gift of $300.000 from John
m!ilitary campaign on a wider scale| . Rockefeller, jr..

to purchase a bylld-
ing here to be made into & model hotel
for girls earning samall =alaries. The
hotel will accommodate 250,

{direct relation 1o war-making. il
These wise projects both of jusi|
! municipal maintenance and of perma-|
nent municipal upbuilding, properly|

! pushed aside in order to give Uncle|

| Sam full swing in the war-making
_[I‘unctioml. are now to receive the
| thoughtful, liberal and sympathetic
lconsideration which they deserve.
D. C. Tax Deficits Replace Surpluses,
The House appropriations commit-
tee reports that for 1920 there will
be no surplus of unexpended Districy
taxes under the half-and-half law, bt
|a considerablse deficit like those whi
{occurred in seven years between 1700
jand 1910.
| ticipates, reasonably, a still larger’ de-
ficit for 1921 on the fair assumption
that Congress on the committea’s in-
itiative will endeavor to meet fylly as
many as possible of the we
stantiated District needs that have
accumulated in the war time
But the committee para&oxically
finds in these conditions reasons to
suggest (1) the repeal of_ the half-
and-half law by indirectién and by
rider and (2) an increase of District
taxation by two-thirds, abproximate-
Iy a dcubling of such tagation so far
as rea.ty and tangible personalty are
concerned. J
Tax Surpluses te KIilf Orgamie Act.
During the last fivg Years g¢ un-
wise law gf 1909, restricting the Com-
missione estimates, and war-time
neglect of apprupriations for peace-
time needs have combined to prevent
the apprepriations in District bills of
twice the tax revenue of the District,
and so-called surpluses of unexpended
tax money have, resulted. On these
surpludes wag bgsed the followlng ar-
gument; A doybling of the local tax
revenue under the half-and-half law
has come to produce an amount in
excess of the sum which can be wise-
l¥v and ecopomically expended in

and this extess of available revenue
should_he prevented by repealing the
half-and-half law, ellminating the na-
tional contribution and doubling Dis-
trict taxation. “-’

Equally Murderous Tasx Deficits.

The House appropriations committee
now démonstrates that the Capital's
reasonable needs for maintenance and
perma t develop t require not less
but more than a doubling of local tax
revepur under the half-and-half law;
{ that District deficits in place of District
' surpluses are inevitable, And the com-
| mittee bases on the deficits precisely the
isame contention as on the surpluses,
| namely, that repeal of the half-and-half
law and approximate double taxing of
! the District peopie.

Can one blow hot and eold in the same |

breath? Is the half-and-half law to be
condemned, contradictorily and paradox-
icafly, whether it produces a District tax
surplus or a District tax deficit?

Let Past Surpluses Offset Deficlis.

Washington's suggestion is that if
these surpluses and deficits in different
vears are allowed equitably to offset one
’nnother the problem will be rightly
!solved without increasing District tax-
| ation and without destroying the half-
{and-half law or the principle of definite
i proportionate contribution by the nation
{toward C(‘apital maintenance and de-
velopment.

The House committee reports: “The
iul:rptus revenues of the District of
| Columbia accumulated under the half-
;and-ha!f method of appropriations
{amounted to $4,063,922.18 on June 30,
|1919." This surplus repregents tax
!money collected in recent yvears from
[lhe District, but not doubled and spent
| in accordance with the half-and-half

law because of war-time neglect of !

District needs. As these annual needs
have accumulated so has also the
itax money collected under the half-
and-half law Lo meet them.

Now that these accumulated needa
are to be met, the money accumulated
to meet them in the past should ams
'a matter of course be applied to them
as far as may be necessary to sup-
plement éurrenl revenues.
| Tax Rate Increase | nneceasary Now.

Increase of District taxation to meet
! Distriet deficits i8 unnecessary and
1 while District surpluséds re-
!main unexhausted and available.

It would be paradoxiral nzd mon-
' strous that a surplus of unexpended
|loeal tax money which Congress
| through war-time meglect of the cap-

| 1tal's urgent needs han permitted to |
accumulnte in vielation of the half-
and-half law xhonld be used as n

| wenpon to destroy that Iaw, or should
| for any remmom be diverted from final
| full application to those very needs,
' meglect of which by Congress in the
| past has permitted the wurplus to mec-
' eumulnte.

\ Unecle Sam Falthful te Trust.

! It is waste of fime to discuss the
| question whether the surplus repre-
[sents a legally binding debt by the

nation, having collected the money
under the half-and-half law and hold-
fng It as trustee for the Distriet's
benefit, can rid itself of the trust
obligations by the method which it

its own hands from one of its poekets
to another.

Uncle Sam will faithfully and scru-
pulousiy fulflll his trust, even if one
of his clerks in the Treasury Depart-
ment has inaccurately labeled this
money “miscellaneous receipts”
atead of District tax fund. Uncle Sam,
! trustee. will never take advantage of
a blunder of his own agent to wrong
' the beneficiary of the trust,

Unele Sam's Equitable Obligation.

Neither this nor any other national
obligation aris!ng under the act of

ing and irritating, to be impatientiy
resented by Congress. It Is self-im-
poaed. self-construed and self-en-
forcved. KEvery particle of leginintive

i
The committee also @n- |

sub- |

capital maiptenance and upbuilding, |

nation to the capital or whether the |

employs in passing this money Wlth1

1878 is oppressively binding, cramp-|

|
|

HAS POLTCANS
* SRELYGLESSNG

'Former Food Administrator’s
Curious Boom Is Viewed
From Many Angles.

BY N. 0. MESSENGER.

They were sitting around a tablé in
an administration official’'s office gab-
bling about one thing and another—pol-
itics, the approaching base 'ball season,
the high cost of low-cut shoes, the
latest raisin-and-prunes recipe, an’
| everythin’. There were republicans,
| democrats, Wilsonites, Bryvanites and
| near-bolshevists present, and everything
went. Through an open window they
{ watched in silence for a moment a car-
| niverous robin plying his quest on the
| White House lawn. - -

“pglitica is all shot to pieces,'™ re-
marked one, as the robin extracted his
prey and stalked on.
i *You said it,”” sententiously observed
|a fair-haired, fresh-complexioned fellow.
i who kind of seemed to be the central
| igure of the group.
‘Both Parties Hard Hit.

“Yes, and it's hard to tell which
| party’s barn door shows tha most perfo-
| rations,”” continued the first speaker.
At first blush the republicans would
' appear to be plumb riddled. They have
i,more presidential candidates on their
| hands than Carter had oate, and at
| present writing the aspirants seem more
'intnnt upon kicking the slats out of
| each other's beds than anything else.
| It's a wonder that the party managers
wouldn't get together and serve notice

|

{
{
!

l

|

| on them_ that the republican party is
! looking for a candidate to elect In No-
! vember and that they'd hetter stop

| breaking up all the family furniture.”
|« Aw, there aren’t any party managers
! like there used tn be, to do things as
| they used to be done,” gloomlly put in a
| hard-boiled-looking old-line republican.
“Isn't it queer,” dreamily observed
| the fair-haired chap. blowing a cigar
i ring toward the celling, “how some peo-
! ple don't seem to realize that Mark
Hanna, Tom Platt, Matt Quay and Nel-
| son W. Aldrich are still dead.”

| Worrying Over Hoover.

“They tell me,' remarked a third,
“that the republican big bugs are pretty
near worried to death over Herbert
Hoover. They don’'t want him at all
and they are just sitting up nights fret-
ting over the possibility that the people
may jam him down thejr throats."”

“Well, at that, they haven't any-
thing on the democrats,' came back
the hard-bolled one. *“I'll bet that
Mitch Palmer and McAdoo and all
those others dream Hoover every
nlght. The pink giraffes and skyvblue
monkevs of the old Barleycorn days
weren't In it as nightmares. You re-
member, early in the game it was said
that the President favored Hoover.
And Joe Tumulty often spoke in most
| significantly favorable terms about
him. Still, vou cant tell about Joe;
'Ihe might set Hoover up to distract
attention while he shifted the little
,pea under another walnut shell.”

“But Hoover has jilted the demo-

(Continued o_ﬁ_i’aga 2, Column 4.)

yunanimous.

CARNEN OFW_.E
FXWAGE DEMANDS

Agreement, Embodying Union
Recognition, Will Be Pre-
sented Next Week.

A contract calling for a wage scale
of 51 to #6 cents per hour for train-
men, recognition of the union and
arbitration of difficulties between
company andsmen will be presented
for signature of the Washington Rail-
way and Electric Company early next
week by the Amalgamated Associa-
tion of Street and Electric Railway
Emploves, Division %73. This action
was taken at a mass meeting of the
association in Waiters' Hall at 3:30
o'clock this morning, following a de-
bate of more than two hours. Ap-
proximately 300 members were in at-
tendance.

H

|
|

Alfred Jones international vice presi-{.

dent, arrived here from Cincinnatl to
take charge of the local gituation and
was present at the meeting, advising
the men upon the law of the inter-
national association regarding the
submiasion of proposed contracts and
agreements.
I'mnanimous Vote on Proposal

The vote on the proposals was
A contract of more than
twenty-flve sections was drawn up, a
committee for its presentation was
selected, and authorization Waa given
the committee by the union to pro-
ceed with the submissien of the con-
tract immepdiately. -
Announcement was made that the
unlon at present numbered T00 of the
1.100 employes of the company. The
gueetion as to the advisability of sub-
mitting the contract at the present
time caused a Jengthy debatie, the
members finally resclving upan im-
mediate action on account of the
mounting cost of living and the in-
equitable situation that will exist be-
tween the Capital Traction Company
emploves and the workers of the
other line April 1. when the increases
on the Capital Traction line go inte
effect.

t

Contracts Very Similar. |
With the exception that it does n01|
provide for employes of the company !
other than motormen and conductors |
the contract approved is virtually the
same as that recently agreed 1o be-|
tween the Capital Traction (_‘umpan.\-j
and Division 689 of the Amalgamated

Assoclation. :
Among the provisions contained in

|
|

the Capital Traction contract, on
which the new one is based, are the|
following: {

Fifty-one cents per hour for train- {
men in the employ of the t'om‘pnn_\!1
for the first three months: 54 cents
for the  next nine “months and 56
cents for employes of more tban one
year's standing.

Sixty per cent of the runs to be
straight. -

All schedules to be arranged with
ten hours as a basis for a dav's work.

No regular assigned run to pay less
than nine hours' time.

No trip or movement of car to pay
lers than 60 centis.

Eight hours' continuous rest for
motormen and eonductors from com-

~ (Continued on Page 2, Column )

.

! power and of actual money control is
|in Congress; mothing whaisoever in

the District, whose nole fumetion in
reapect to taxation is to petition, to
ohey nnd to pay. Under these condl-
| tions the obligation In wimply an
| equitnble obligation, n debt of honor. |
The obligation to pay a debt of honor
in recognized, however. As even more|
| binding than one arising under'
ithe law. The obligation of nation lni
{+apital is not weakened in any of its|
'aapects by the fact, if It be a fact, |
' that impotent Washington cannot en-
force it. f

How to Solve Surpluses Problem.
To cure or prevent surpluses and

deficita:

1. Repeal the law of 1909 restrict-
ing the Commissioners’ catimates,
and meanwhile permit the Commls-

sioners to submit alternative or sup-
plemental estimates, 80 that they fﬂab'
submit for the consideration of Cou-
| gress every genuine legitimate need
of the District.
2. Appropriate liberally, thought-
fully and promptly (as the action of
the House committee indicates Con-
| gress will do this year), to meet as
fully as practicable these demonstrat-
| ed District needs. .
i 3. If the aggregate of appropria-
! tions is more than twice the available
District tax revenue, and a District
| defieit is threatened. advance the
| money to meet the deficit from the
Treasury, and i{f the amount of the
| advance is large or for a long 'perlo_d
exact interest from the District until
the advance is repaid. Such advances
were made in 1901, 1902, 1905, 1308,
1907. 1908 and 1909, aggregating
about four million doilars, and were
\afterward repaid, with over half a
{ million of interest. Among the “ex-
|l.rnorr11nnry improvements"” which
these temporary cash advances hy
the l'nited States, supplementing the
current revenea of the District, en-
abled the capital to push tn comple-
tion were the Bewage disposed sys-
tem, the filtration plant, the elimina-
tion of grade crossings and improve-
ment of railway terminals, municipal

l

*

—

building. Tuberculosis Hospital,
Highway bridge across the Potomac,
ete., ete.

Treat Surpluses Like Deficits.

4, 11 the anggregaic of nappropria-
tions is leas than twice the availnble
District tax revenue, treat the surplus
of unappropriated tax money on the
same principle that controlled in
handling the deficits. Let the sur-
plus be advanced (as It were) to Uncle
Sam, without intereat, however, to be
held In the Treasury as a trust fund,
to be avallable as District revenue in |

reserve to meet the Distriet’s share
of some large outiny In a future year
or years. which will eall for the Im-
medinte expenditure of more money
than can bhe spared from current rev-
enues.

5. If in the future, after the legiti-
mate needs of the Distriet have been
met by Congress, large and increasing
surpluses indicate that Washingion
should pay more than half of the total
District appropriations, increase from
B0 to 55 or 60 per cent Washington's
proportionate contribution; or, retain-
ing the half-and-half relation, require
Washington to raise its half from its
general property taxes alone, thus, in
effect, eliminating its other sources of
revenue from duplication by the na-
tion.

Study the Jones Amendment.

- These suggestions of immediate leg-

islation . are covered by the Jones
amendment to H. H. 7158, now hbefore
the Senate District committee.

This samendment is worthy of
thoughtful consideration. If emacted,
it will make the law conform to the
preaent practice of financing the Dis-
triet. It will canse unexpended wur-
pluses of Distriet tax money to go au-
tomatically into the class of District
revenune, avallable for appropriation
as such in aucceeding years. 1t will|
reduce to a minimum these mo-called

surpluses by repealing the law of 1909,
which arbitrarily limits the amount of
District catimnteas which the Commin-
nloners may submit,

CABNET ENBERS

| Moens admittance to the schools. He
referred also to the fact that he had
not pressed for the dismissal of Miss
Hunter earlier because Dr. lLearned,
a member of the board, but alse
connected with  the

Dr. Van Schaick Repeats Statement.
Despite the =tatement that Supt. |
Meek had been offered the superin-

EUN"N”E m AWA” ey o e JemiC mioe 3|
CALL FOR MEETING

| ir.. president of the board of educa-
| tion, reiterated today that he had not |
| offered the position *“to any Indi- |
Leaders Skilled in Oratory in
|
Official Family, But Cam-
i i€ f th ' =aid Dr. V
paign Lags. | Rehaick. =and shesid uot B gut ia

| vidual.” However, Dr. Wan Schaick
islatpd that he had *"talked to many”!

BY DAVID LAWRENCE. ‘:he class of men seeking jobs™
Nearly two months have passed since

of Mr.
!'Wis. “Meek is one of the leading edu- |

regarding the position in Washing- |

The school board president admitted |

having interviewed Mr. Meek in Cleve- |
the fateful days when Robert Lansing |
summoning the cabinet without au-|
thority was issued at the time, no.
Every Tuesday and Friday, members

i "

ones—walt eagerly for the mystic!RUSSIan REd Forces Score

ring on the telephone from the opera-|
Gains in Fighting on

| ton, but on account of not having the |

land, while attending the convention

'

!

during the illness of President \'\r'il-ii |
meeting of the cabinet has since beenl
tor at the. White House switchboard |

|

Department of
Justice, had suggested it would be
unwise (o do so at that Llime, since
Miss Hunter would be an important
witness in the Moens case.

The superintendent discussed in de-
tail alsc charges made against him
that he offered no recommendation to
the board regarding the Miner School
principalship dispute, in which Miss
Moten, the principal, and also Misg
Hunter. were involved. He said that
he had recommended the retention of

“The board could not act without my
recommendation,” said Mr. Thurston,
“It could, of course, have removed me
and appointed another superintendent.”

As some of the Senate committee mem-
bers will be out of town Monday, the
hearing was adjourned today untl 19
o'clock Tuesday morning, when Dr
lLearned, who has come to Washington

Mr, Thurston has not vet completed his
testimony. but he will give place to Dr,
lLearned, who wished to leave for
fornia next Thursday to continue his
lectures at Leland Stanford University.
Dr. was hot present at the hear-
ing today, theugh his wife was there.
Offers Letter and Statement.
Supt. Thurston submitted to the
committea a letter sent by him to Dr,
l.earned. a member of the board and

authority he made them no offer. !
of the National Education Associu-|
called the cabinet together tajfunction |
son, but though an officlal rebuke 1’r:r|
called by the President himself.. REPUR].ED || HV[D
of the cabinet—especially the new |
telling them they are Lo experience the

thrill of their firat cabinet meeting. .
But many Tuesdays and many Fridayvs |
have gone by and not a word from the !

Preaident.

Mr. Wilson appears well enough to
take motor rides in Rock Creek Park
and the Virginia hills and to transact

efficial business for an hour or so a!

day, but the strain of a cabinet meet-
is evidently too much for him
yet.

The President has a
Secretary of Commerce, Secretary of
Agriculture, Secretarv of the Interior
and Secretary of State, and though
David F. Houston sat in the agricul-
tural chair before, he wiill now move
up closer to the threne and. occupy
the chair of the Secretary of the
Treasury. Attorney General Palmer is

really a newcomer. Unly the familiar |

faces of Newton D. Baker, Secretary
of War: Josephus Danielg. Secretary

of the Navy: William B. Wilson, Sec- |

retary of Labor, and Postmaster Gen-
eral Burleson remalin.
Men Quaunlified for Stump.
It's a strongly political cabinet. nev-

ertheless, and the kind Mr. Wilson
has been anxious to call together .
from the beginning. The President.

likes men who can go out and make
good campaign speeches, and practi-

| eally all of this cabinet are qualified |

for the stump.

Secretary Alexander of the Depart- |
ment of Commerce, Secretary Wilson'|
of the Department of Labor and Post-
master General Burleson campaigned

actively before they became members
of the House of Representatives. Sec-
retary Meredith ran for Governor of
lowa on the democratic ticket and is
out making a few speeches now
advertising ciubs, chambers of com-
merce and civic organizations. Sec-
retary Daniels was the democratic na-

i tional committeeman from North Car-

olina for twenly years. Secretary
Baker was twice mayor of Cleveland
and active in Ohio politics. Attorney
General Palmer has been
the democratic caucus in the House
of Representatives and was floor
leader .of the *Wilzon ferces at the
democratic ¢ tion of 1912, in Bal-
timore. He active and avowed
candidate for ihe democratic nomi-
nation. Bainbridge Colby is an excel-
lent speaker, probably the beat of the
cabinet. He is an orator and spe_-_n-
hinder. , His =speeches mnomlinating
Roosevelt in the progressive conven-
tion in 1916 or condemning Roose-
velt later on for betrayving the party
are masterpieces of eloquence.

Only Secretaries Houston of the
Treasury and John Barton Pavne of

the Interior Depaftmént cannot qual- |

ify as politiclans. Eight of the ten in
the Wilson cabinet will be heard from
during the coming campaign. They
are expected to do the fighting for
President Wilson's policies
Former Cabinet Members.

Some of the ex-members of the cabi-
net probably will have their say, too,
though perkaps they may not all be

as enthusiastic about the Wilson poli- |

cies as they used *o be. William Jen-
ning3s Bryan, Thomas W. (',"rogor.\'_
William G. McAdoo, Franklin K. Lane,
Lindley M. Garrison and Robert Lan-

sing conslitute the Wilson alumni as- |

sociation, though it looks as If Mr.
Lansing will divide honors with Mr.
Garrison in malntaining absolute si-
lence about the administration.
Neither one satisfled the political
qualifications of a cabinet member,

which Mr. Wilson seems to think is
vital. Nelther one made political
speeches.

With the battery of speakers which
have now been collected hy the Presi-
dent there will be enough adminia-
tration epoKesmen to make up for the
President’'s own {nability to resume
the fight on the stump.

But there has been no session of the
Wilson eabinet yet to talk over plans
for the campalgn or the matters of
government which the cabinet mem-
bers are supposed to he dealing with.
Ever since last Seprember. when JMr.,
Wilgson became ill, the executive branch
of the government has been decentral-
ized. .

Shunation Unchanged.

Coheslon was confidently expected
when Mr. Wilson dismissed Mr. Lan-
ging, but for some unexplained reason
the situation has not changed a bit

brand-new |

to |

leader of

also connected with the Department
of Justice, and a statement prepared
by Assistant Supt. Bruce at 5
Thurston's request, regnrglng Moenn
EONDON, March 27.—The Polish|This is under date or November T.
government was removed on Thursday | :z:-s-eff::‘:' ‘2:““"::@ ’;:;::_’;;:{-’ ';:'“t.:
from Warsaw to Bromberg, in Polish | Dunbar and Armstrong schools had
Posen, twenty-five miles northwest of | protested against Moem; \-Inltinsh;:.
Thorn. according to a Berlin ,”,,pm,.hlm-hools. and reported it had n
= . charged that Moens was taking pho-
'to the Exchange Telegraph Company | '°E:f;lh=' of girl students and that
quoting rumors in that ecity. they were taken at places far removed
Reds Capture Towns. from the schools, The sui:‘ljemt-mrnil

. - i OE._ " _|that apparently the president of the

WA RBAW. ‘“a,” If o Staaink | BY board of education had sustained
viet forces. swinging south of the Moens and that later the superintend-
Fripet marsh country between Mozir ent had issued an order that Moens

'and Pinsk and attacking Polish lines | Should not be admitted to the publie
l said that this state-

i : schools.

at various points over a front of ap- Mr. Thurston

proximately 250 miles, have captured| ment was in the confidential files of
|the Department of Justice. He said

| several towns along the Slutch river,

It is admitted in official statements is- |that a copy of the statement sent him

| sued at Polish army headquarters by Mr, Bruce also stated that Moens

here. The enemy, however, has been | had “impressed me as a scholarly and

unab’e ta cross the Slutch river, whicl | delighiful gentleman.”

' parallels the front for a long tllﬂlunr-e.; Mr. Thurston said that last night

vespite persistent efforis. ! Mr. Bruce had given him two com-
Bo!shevik attacks on ' munications regarding the Moens

case which he had not seen before.

250-Mile Front.

|
|

Wednesday

were chiefly directed toward the vil- |
lage of Olevsk., about hulf way be- Senntor Harrison's Questions.
twesn Rovna and Mozr, and farther gepator Harrison interrupted at

south. between Derazria and Litichey.
|  Infantry and cavalry were launched
| at the Polish lines under heavy artil-
]

this poiat to ask if Mr. Thurston had
discussed with Mir. Bruce the memo=-
randum sent to Dr. Learned.

1 don't recall.” replied Mr. Thurs-
ton. *“Somchew 1 gained the Impres-
sion that Mr. Bruce knew a little
more about Moens. The charge
'aguinsgt Moens of being a German spy

lery fire while =ovier airplanes
bombed strategic points along the
front, lLitiohev being repeatedly at-
tacked by enemy aviators. In the at-
{tack augainst Olevsk the Dbolsheviki
advanced in four heavy columns of
infantry, preceded by eavalry.

! inflict Heavy Losses.

| Following hard fighting. the attack
i was repulsed by the Poles. who then

I

minda.”

Seyator Harriren suggested that the
| statement of Mr. Broce =aid that the
president of the boara lisd sasiiined
' Moens., apparentiy after due inguiry.

counter attacked and inflicted what Mr. Thurston sald that Bruce had
 are described as “heavy losses” on the 'apparently referred te ihke sccond
enemy. Deraznia, which is a railroad letter of admissien io ihe sciiools

| given Moens by Dr. Van Schaick.
“pDr. Van Schailck was abroad at that
time,"” said Senutor Harrison, “Lut an-
parently Bruce was impressed with
| the understanding that he had im=
vestigated Moens.™
he did aet

The witness said that
know that his connection with the
case had ended when he had issued

his order excluding Moens from the

town northeast of Kamenetz-Podolsk.
was under heavy artillery fire all day |
vesterday, the bolshevik guns being |
directed by means of a caplive bal-
loon.

In the neighborhood of Zaslavl the
 Poles virtually annihilated a soviet!
{ brigade, among the killed being a bol-
shevik colonel. On his person were
| found orders directing that Zasiavl be

taken regardl€ss of the cost. The schools. i
[town is still in Polish hands, but sav- _One of the letters which Mr. Thurs-
lage fighting is centering about it. ton said he received from tie assist-
| Between Baranovka and Miropol (Lu- bt suderintendent INSt sight S
bar), farther north, the bolsheviki are uated January &. 1917, addressed to Nr.
|reported to be concentrating their. Bl'l'dl-‘f' 11’,\'_(‘!llo?oll;fl';:"I‘ii;izl)fmt:;v tf;f the
3 £ i Tar - | COlored sCh . l‘“
;{3:;.'"8 Sbd brikging By Lhavy St | come 10 his attention that Moens was
E {taking photographs of girl students in
his studio and that the principal hag
jordered that no more such engage-
mentg should be made. Memoranda
| from two of the girl pupils accom-

A staff correspondent of the Asso-
ciated Press. stationed ar Warsaw,
|filed a dispatch from that city on
Thursday, which contained no hint of panied the letter
any intention on the part of the Pol- Panied * -
ish government to leave Warsaw, nor | "’m”-"‘r ‘"‘:"'ht*:t ‘2? ““I'_":;"c:"ii
were there indications in the mili- irumr lo_ 1 ;‘. a ntion o 5 ru kedq
tary mews contained in the mrre-l‘;‘_""“"-r-‘:' l..Sen;tc:_l" arrison as t
spondent’s message of any reason why | ‘_‘,"!h:::) d“:‘t i;‘l':: "“r_eplled Mr. Thurs-
it should feel impelled to make such! = < :

1
L ]
”

]

| : i ; | ton.
|a move at 1this juncture. n repliy to questions, Mr. Thurston
gaid that his stop order against Moens
]OSEPH c GREW NAMED had been issued some time between
. | June and October: that it probably
'was after Dr. Van Schaick -vent
MINISTER TD DENMARK | ahroad, since has would have been un-
" | i1kely to issue }nu‘h an order witheut
Joseph . tGirew of Massachusetlts.' dgiscussing it with the president of the
inow counselor of the embassy at|poard, in view of the lettes given
FParis, was nominated today by Presi- | Algens by Dr. Van Schaick.
dent Wilson to be minister to Den- “When Bruce approached you ‘n pre-
mark, succeeding Norman Hapgood,  gard to the matter,” asked Senator
whose nomination was not confirmmed | Harrison, “did he suggest that a stop
Ly the Senate. {order be 1ssued?” i
— | “in substance he 44" said IMr
= Thurston.
from the days when enforced confine- | -
{ ment inside the White House kept, Aection Earller, if He Hind Knowa.
the President detached from his mlhi-! The Buperl!ltdent insisted that 1
net. Presidents differ, however, iu fa situation like that said to have cx:
their estimate of the value of cabi-  isted in rega_r-i o Moens l'.aldwlw_e..
nets. Mr. \';'Ilson h:wver 11{133 leaned |} r]ough: l}? thla.u auelneu:::‘:z;:;.‘:‘uéen::
neavily on his cabinet. e ot ac-  felt sure that e wWou'c &
customed- to the elimination ‘of one enough ns superintendent to" have
(aubinet mesting svery week duting {sopmed Metn N R e arica i
| the war, « O : . en o “Do von th b 2
!syent abroad he kept in touch in only {to defend Moens?”
the most superficial way wita the! *1 do not believe 50,” was tie repir.
{heads of tne different depariments.| “Wera you tcld that Charlotte Hun-
{ Lonking back over near'v two years. | ter was teaching pro-Germanism?”
| Mr. Wiison has seen very lttle of his | asked Scnsier Harrison
| cabinet, cither coliectively or indi-j “No. I vecall, however, hearing of
vidually, ndr:d i‘;ashmimhifshed thus far  one instance -where Aiss Huntar die
the reccerd o: oiding @0 ecabinet inot stand when ‘The Star
meetings whatsoever for more than Banner' was played. 1t was near ths
seven months. ‘end of her school career, I think’
- {QonyrishL 18300 “From November to April in sbia

tion. and declared that he was aware | yrise Aoten, although a majority of
Meek's offer from Madison. | ihe bo‘a?deoi)paged if

was the matter siil! uppermost in mya

.

| from (alifornia to testify, wil’ be heard.~*




